Wnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510
March 1, 2006

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Freezing cold temperatures and severe winter weather remain across several
parts of the nation at a time when many states have exhausted their program funds for
the regular winter heating season. The high energy burden facing low-income
households and cold weather in many parts of the country warrant the immediate
release of the remaining $101.5 million available in Low Income Home Energy
Assistance Program (LIHEAP) contingency funds.

According to a recent report by the National Energy Assistance Directors’
Association (NEADA), which represents state LIHEAP directors, 12 states have
now run out of program funds for the regular winter heating season: Arkansas,
California, Georgia, lowa, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Oklahoma,
Oregon, South Dakota, Rhode Island, and Utah. Other states are reporting that
they are running low on funds, and in some cases are turning people away,
including Washington, Missouri, Indiana, Ohio, New York, and Wyoming.

Applications for LIHEAP assistance are up 12.3 percent over last year and
5.8 million households are expected to receive assistance, 627,000 more than a
year ago. This is the highest level of applications in 12 years. Increases in
applications of at least 20 percent are projected by the District of Columbia and
15 states: Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Connecticut, Florida, Kansas,
Missouri, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas, Washington
and Wyoming.

Contributing to the increase in demand for LIHEAP assistance are high
energy prices that threaten to overcome low-income families, many of which
include individuals with disabilities or senior citizens living on fixed incomes.
According to information released by the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
on February 7, 2006, households heating primarily with natural gas can expect to
spend $178, or 24 percent, more for fuel this winter than last winter. Households
heating primarily with heating oil can expect to pay $195, or 16 percent, more this
winter than last. Households heating primarily with propane can expect to pay
$150, or 14 percent, more this winter than last. To quote EIA, “Should
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colder-than-normal weather occur for the remainder of the heating season,
expenditures could be significantly higher than currently projected.”

No family in our nation should be forced to choose between heating their
home or putting food on the table for their children. No senior citizen should
have to decide between buying life saving prescriptions or paying utility bills. We
urge you to immediately release the remaining balance of funds in the LIHEAP
contingency fund.
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